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Geoffrey Chaucer	1340?
John Gower	1325?
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1619 
1637 
1605 
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1668 
1631 
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1692 
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1692 
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1673 
1715 
1718 
1688 
1718 
1730 
1671 
1730 
1757 
1715 
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1728 
1785 
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1790 
1813 
1774 
1813 
1843 
1770 
1843 
1850 
1809 
1850 
1892 
1835 
1896 
1913 
1S44 
1913 
1930 
1S75 
1930 
 
John Kay
Andrew Bernard
John Skelton
Richard Edwards
Edmund Spenser
Samuel Daniel
Ben Jonson
Sir William Davenant
John Dryden
Thomas Shadwell
Nahum Tate
Nicholas Rowe
Rev. Lawrence Eusden
Colley Gibber
William Whitehead
Thomas Warton
Henry James Pye
Robert Southey
William Wordsworth
Alfred, Lord Tennyson
Alfred Austin
Robert  Bridges
John Masefield
POETRY, one of the two great classes
of literary production, the other being
prose. Poetry is rhythmical, imaginative
language, appealing to the emotions and
the artistic sense. We casually take
for granted that prose was the earlier
form of literature. Moliere in one of
his comedies shows the surprise of an
old man who discovers that he has been, all
his life, "talking prose without knowing it;"
but most of us are conscious that we "talk
prose," and we see nothing wonderful about
it. Prose is so much simpler and more nat-
ural than poetry, we think, and surely the
early nations must have had a well-developed
prose literature before they ventured to at-
tempt poetry.
But when we study just a little way into
the subject, we find that such was far from
being the case. Centuries and centuries
before there was any attempt to produce a
prose literature, poetry flourished. And this,
when we come to think of it, is natural
enough; for just because the daily speech was
so commonplace a thing, no effort was made
to preserve it. It would have been, more-
over, a difficult thing to hand down by word
of mouth prose dissertations on any subject.
With poetry the case was different. Every
nation, it seems, has in its early stages
naturally expressed itself in poetry. That
does not always mean poetry such as we
know so well to-day; it does not mean rhyme
and a rythmie swing "which our ears can
 recognize as such. But it does, in every case,
mean something which had a rhythm to the
ears of the people who produced it; some-
thing which could be sung or chanted to a
musical accompaniment. For invariably, in
its earliest stages, poetry belonged with music,
and both were the outgrowth of religion.
Hymns were sung to the gods, rhythmic ac-
counts of their great deeds were chanted.
Gradually, the figurative manner of speech,
the musical form without the music, began
to be used in writing of other things than
religion. Naturally enough—for the step
from the gods to the heroes was not a great
one with primitive peoples—the deeds of the
men of might were celebrated. Thus narra-
tive poetry, the ambitious epic and the sim-
ple ballad were among the earliest forms of
poetry.
These poems, or songs, were handed down
by word of mouth from generation to genera-
tion, sometimes through centuries, before
they were set down in writing. Thus, when
we read an old ballad, such as the "Robin
Hood" ballad given in these volumes in the
article language and grammar, we may feel
that we are reading what our ancestors in
Great Britain, hundreds of years ago, heard
repeated or chanted to the music of the
harp, as they sat about their hearth fires.
Related Articles. The different forms of
poetry described in these volumes, and various
other topics pertaining- to the subject, are
listed below:
Meter
Minstrel
Minnesingers
Ode
Pastoral Poetry
Sonnet
Acrostic	Elegy
Alliteration        Epic
Ballad	Idyl
Bard	Lake School
Blank Verse      Literature
Didactic Poetry     (with list)
Drama	Lyric Poetry
Edda	Mastersingers
poets
Addison, Joseph	Dunbar, Paul Laurence
Annunzio, Gabrielle d' Emerson, Ralph Waldo
Arnold, Edwin, Sir        Field, Eugene
Arnold, Matthew	Fitzgerald, Edward
Austin, Alfred	Frechette, Louis
Bradstreet, Anne	Honors
Bridges, Robert	Goethe, Johann Wolf-
gang von
Goldsmith, Oliver
Gray, Thomas
Halleck, Fitz-Greene
Heine, Heinrich
Hemans, Felicia Doro-
thea
Herrick,  Robert
Holmes, Oliver
Wendell
	„		Homer
Gary, Alice and Phoebe Hood, Thomas
Browning, Elizabeth
Barrett
Browning. Robert
Bryant, William
Cullen
Burns, Robert
Byron, George Noel
Gordon
Chapman, George
Chaucer, Geoffrey
Coleridge, Samuel
Taylor
Cowper, William
Dante Alighieri
Drummond, William
Henry
Dryden, John
Horace
Howe, Julia Ward
Hunt, (James Henry)
Leigh
Ingelow, Jean
Juvenal (Decimus
Junius Juvenalis)
Keats, John
Key,  Francis  Scott
Camoes, Luiz de
Carleton, Will
Carman, Bliss

